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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU SUMMER GRADUATION AUG. 4 
NEI/IIS 
SHELLY FLOCK, Director of Information 
Public Affairs 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston, IL 61920-3099 
Office:(217) 581-5983 
July 29, 1996 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University will graduate more than 300 at its 
summer commencement ceremony at 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 4, in Lantz Gymnasium. 
Degree candidates will be presented by Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Terry Weidner in the following order: Graduate School; College of 
Arts and Humanities; College of Education and Professional Studies; College of 
Sciences; Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences; and School of Adult and 
Continuing Education (Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program). 
Among Eastern's distinguished graduates are 88-year-old Daisy Rittgers of 
Shelbyville, who is believed to be Eastern's oldest graduate in history and is earning 
a Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree; and Alex Kusmanoff of Champaign, 
who was diagnosed with autism at the age of 18 while a freshman at Eastern. He is 
earning two bachelor's degrees -- a bachelor of arts in economics degree and a 
bachelor of science in business degree, majoring in finance. 
Leading the platform party during the processional and recessional will be Judith 
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lvarie, a member of Eastern's faculty since 1980. lvarie is a professor of special 
education and is representing the Graduate School. She will carry the university mace, 
traditionally a symbol of honor accorded a marshal of commencement. 
The official ushers for commencement will be 16 student marshals, who are 
selected by the director of Eastern's Honors Programs and represent the four 
undergraduate colleges, the School of Adult and Continuing Education and the 
Graduate School. They wear white academic costumes. 
Commencement speakers are Eastern President David Jorns; Board of Trustees 
Chairperson Mack W. Hollowell, M.D., of Charleston; Vice President for Student 
Affairs Lou Hencken; Student Body President Jason Anselment of Dahlgren; Alumni 
Association President Matt Davidson of Sherman ('82, '84); and Faculty Senate 
Chairperson John Simpson. 
Music during the ceremony will be provided by Herman D. Taylor, chair of the 
Department of Music in the College of Arts and Humanities. Graduate student David 
Beccue of Springfield will lead the audience in the singing of the National Anthem and 
Eastern's Alma Mater. 
EIU graduate Matt Piescinski of Charleston ('79, '91) is making introductions 
and reading the graduates' names for the ceremony. The sign language interpreter is 
Debbie Williams Rotramel of Charleston ('89, '95) . Robed hosts are retired faculty and 
members of the EIU Annuitants Association. 
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NOTE TO EDITOR: Eastern Illinois University student marshals are Greg Aydt of 
Kansas; Jennifer Baker of Charleston; Jessica Borah of Olney; Rachel Brashier of 
Macedonia; Sara Burton of Mattoon; Jeremy Gibson of Shelbyville; Susan Harrington 
of Lawrenceville; Krystal Horsman of Sullivan; Matt Jones of Charleston; Peggy 
Klostermann of Highland; Jill Montalta of Ashkum; Jennifer O'Brien of Bradley; Dan 
Ramsey of Mattoon; Barbi Smyser of Ashmore; Heather Stephenson of Mt. Zion; and 
Kimberly Young of Greenville. 
